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between our nations has a long and rich his-
tory, and by continuing to further this important 
bond, we can stand together to advance the 
causes of liberty and democracy. 

At this 85th anniversary we can reflect on 
AHEPA’s past successes and upon the many 
ways in which Greek-Americans have en-
riched the fabric of our country. It is also a 
time to look forward with hope and anticipation 
to a future of continuing to build the vision that 
is AHEPA. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 71, which pays trib-
ute to the American Hellenic Educational Pro-
gressive Association, AHEPA, on the occasion 
of its 85th anniversary. I commend my col-
league, the chair of the Hellenic Caucus for 
her leadership on this and other issues of im-
portance to Hellenism. 

AHEPA was formed in July of 1922 as part 
of an effort to combat the bigotry of the Ku 
Klux Klan and others who were espousing 
anti-immigrant sentiments toward immigrants, 
including those of Greek descent. It soon 
joined forces with the likes of the NAACP and 
B’nai B’rith to engage in the fight against dis-
crimination and for a just and equal society. 

Early on, AHEPA also sought to help newly 
arrived Greeks become United States citizens 
and to share in the civic life of our country by 
forming schools that taught English and the 
principles of American government. At the 
same time, AHEPA sought to educate all 
Americans about the significant heritage and 
contributions immigrants of Greek descent add 
to the American community. 

As an organization, it fast grew to make 
enormous contributions to our society. To cite 
one early example, AHEPA raised more than 
$253 million in the U.S. War Bond drive during 
World War II, which earned it distinctive rec-
ognition from the U.S. Department of Treas-
ury. 

Today the AHEPA mission has evolved, but 
it still seeks to bring the ideals of ancient 
Greece—including philanthropy, education, 
civic responsibility, and family and individual 
excellence—to the modern day community. 
AHEPA’s Educational Foundation now has an 
endowment of over $4 million which annually 
provides for more than a half a million dollars 
in scholarships at the local, district and na-
tional levels. Thousands of young men and 
women have benefited from AHEPA scholar-
ships. From its Centennial Foundation and its 
Cooley’s Anemia Foundation to its National 
Housing Corporation, the contributions AHEPA 
now makes, both here in the United States 
and around the globe are too vast to mention 
individually. 

But Mr. Speaker, I take personal pride in 
each of these contributions and accomplish-
ments because I myself am a member of 
AHEPA. So on this important occasion, I am 
especially honored to commend President Gus 
James and the rest of the AHEPA leadership 
not only for continuing AHEPA’s phenomenal 
tradition of service and philanthropy, but also 
for their very thoughtful innovations which 
have helped AHEPA make distinct strides in 
the evolution of its mission for today. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant resolution. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 71 which commemorates 
the 85th anniversary of the founding of the 
American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association, AHEPA. I am pleased to be a co-

sponsor of this resolution to pay tribute to 
AHEPA, which is a leading association for the 
1.3 million American citizens of Greek ances-
try. 

AHEPA was founded on June 26, 1922. 
Since that day, AHEPA remained true to its 
mission to promote Hellenism, education, phi-
lanthropy, civic responsibility, and family and 
individual excellence. 

AHEPA, has helped its members gain a 
richer understanding of Hellenic heritage and 
awareness of its contributions to democratic 
principles in the United States and across the 
globe. 

AHEPA members have served in our Na-
tion’s Armed Forces, helped raise funds for 
United States War Bonds during World War II, 
helped in the restoration of the Statue of Lib-
erty, and performed many other acts to help 
foster American patriotism. 

As a member of the Hellenic Caucus, I rise 
to honor the AHEPA and all American citizens 
of Greek ancestry for their ongoing contribu-
tions to our country. 

When establishing our democratic Nation, 
our founding fathers drew a great deal from 
the ancient Greeks. Our democratic system, 
that is founded on the principals of popular 
representation, was introduced by the ancient 
Athenians who were the first to create a civili-
zation based on the rule of the people. Our 
founding fathers continued the Greek tradition 
of debating how best to govern and pursued 
a government that would provide liberty and 
justice for all. Our dual experiments in demo-
cratic government will forever link the United 
States and Greece. 

Not only can we trace the origins of our 
democratic government to Greece, but also 
the foundation of science. As some of the first 
philosophers, the Greeks explored the fields of 
mathematics, logic, astronomy, physics and bi-
ology. The Greeks focused on thinking and 
understanding, rather than the practical use of 
their findings in science. Through Aristotle’s 
concepts we built the foundations for the mod-
ern scientific method. Our basic understanding 
of the Earth and its place in the solar system 
came from the studies of Ancient Greeks. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H. 
Con. Res. 71, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 71. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ERNEST 
GALLO 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 88) 
honoring the life of Ernest Gallo. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 88 

Whereas Ernest Gallo was born March 18, 
1909, in Jackson, California, the son of 
Italian immigrants, graduated from Modesto 
High School in 1927, earned a degree from 
Modesto Junior College, and married Amelia 
Franzia, daughter of the founders of Franzia 
Winery in 1931; 

Whereas Ernest Gallo, with his brother 
Julio Gallo, founded E. & J. Gallo Winery at 
the end of the Prohibition Era in 1933, begin-
ning with only $5,900 in savings and a 
winemaking pamphlet from the Modesto 
Public Library to make their first batch, 
growing their small family-owned winery 
into the world’s second largest by volume, 
and selling an estimated 75,000,000 cases a 
year worldwide under approximately 100 dif-
ferent labels; 

Whereas Ernest Gallo began his illustrious 
career at a young age, working in his par-
ents’ vineyard while attending Modesto High 
School and demonstrating his entrepre-
neurial spirit early in life by traveling at the 
age of 17 to complete his first business deal; 

Whereas Ernest Gallo, demonstrating great 
vision, anticipated the growth of the wine in-
dustry and developed the first-of-its kind 
vertically integrated company, with vine-
yards stretching across California, an on-site 
bottling plant, and an art department to de-
sign bottles and labels, changing the face of 
California’s wine industry; 

Whereas the Gallo Winery employs 4,600 
people in the State of California, providing 
critical highly-skilled employment opportu-
nities in the San Joaquin Valley and greatly 
contributing to the economic strength of the 
State; 

Whereas Ernest Gallo and the Gallo Win-
ery were bestowed countless awards for 
achievement in winemaking, including the 
American Society of Enologists Merit 
Award, the wine industry’s highest honor, in 
1964 for outstanding leadership in the wine 
industry, the Gold Vine Award from the 
Brotherhood of the Knights of the Vine wine 
fraternity, the 1983 Distinguished Service 
Award from The Wine Spectator, and the 
Winery of the Year Award in both 1996 and 
1998 by the San Francisco International Wine 
Competition; and 

Whereas Ernest Gallo was widely known 
for his generous philanthropic work in the 
City of Modesto and throughout the state of 
California, including an endowment for the 
Gallo Center for the Arts in Modesto, the es-
tablishment of the Ernest Gallo Clinic and 
Research Center at the University of Cali-
fornia at San Francisco for research into ge-
netic, biochemical, and neurobiological as-
pects of alcohol abuse, and countless other 
healthcare and educational endeavors: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress honors the 
life of Ernest Gallo, a pioneer in the field of 
winemaking, dedicated philanthropist, and 
community leader. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
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